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CREATION CARE THEMES THROUGHOUT SCRIPTURE

The Bible is the foundational narrative for Christian faith and practice. It tells the story of God's creating
the heavens and the earth and of God's loving care in redeeming a fallen people and restoring creation to
its pristine beauty so that it can once again glorify the Creator. As such it is replets with references to the
creation and to the interconnected relations among God, humans, and the creation. The following
selections are taken from the NIV and NRSV versions of the Bible.

1. God created the universe.

"In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth... God saw all that he had made, and it was very
good." (Genesis 1:1, 31)

"You made the heavens, aven the highest heavens, and all their starry host, the earth and all that is on it,
the seas and all that is in them. You give life to everything, and the multitudes of heaven worship you."
{Nehemiah 9:6)

"He spreads out the northern skies over emptly space; he suspends the earth over nothing. He wraps up
the waters in his clouds, yet the clouds do not burst under their weight. He covers the face of the full
maoon, spreading his clouds over it. The pillars of the heavens quake, aghast at his rebuks. By his power
he churned up the sea.... By his breath the skies become fair.... And these are but the outer fringe of his
works; how faint the whisper we hear of him! How then can we understand the thunder of his power?"
(Job 26:7-9, 11-14)

"How many are your works, O Lord! In wisdom you made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.
Thers is the sea, vast and spacious, teeming with creatures beyond number-living things bath large and
small. (Psalm 104:24-25)

"Through him all things were made; without him nathing was made that has been made." (John 1:3)
Christ "is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by him all things were created:
things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all
things were created by him and for him." (Colossians 1:15-16)

"In these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointad heir of all things, and through
whom he made the universe." (Hebraws 1:2)

2. God owns the creation.

"To the LORD your God belong the heavens, even the highest heavens, the earth and everything in i.."
(Deuteronomy 10:14)

"Yours, O Lord, is the grealness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, for
everything in heaven and earth is yours." (1 Chronicles 29:11)
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